
 

  
  
 

Wilderness House Literary Review 1/3 

  
New Orleans Suite  
by Peg Lauber  
Marsh River Editions Chapbook  
48 pages, 2006  
 
Review by Lo Galluccio  
 
Over the course of five or so years, writer Peg Lauber – 
practically a Wisconsin native, though born in Michigan – 
gives us her flow-chart of journeys north and south: her main 
destination., the misgiving and magical city of New Orleans. 
Like Demeter to her daughter’s Persephone, Peg is pulled 
into the seasonal work of a mad bird lover, a woman who 
raises non-migratory sandhill cranes. We see Meaghan with a 
wild sweet smile in a photo early on in this collection, 
holding a large feathered animal, who seems settled in her 
arms but somehow unwieldy and otherworldy. It is an 
appropriate image to introduce the book’s heart and soul. For 
in Meaghen --Peg’s own offspring-- lies something beyond 
the normal, something a little saintly, a little out of control.  
 
"Finally turning east we see  
 
New Orleans on the horizon  
 
Where our daughter waits  
 
To help us unload, get ready  
 
For the Christmas party  
 
At the place where she raises cranes,  
 
Where I’ll wear my Christmas crane shirt."  
 
On Our Way: December 2001  
 
Perhaps it is transference, but Peg –while her daughter is 
enraptured by her cranes – scans the landscape to behold 
many birds, the birds of winter and summer, the birds "of the 
intercoastal waterway." And the birds are as variegated in 
temperment and look as they can be; sacred, scary, mystical 
creatures of flight. Some are trapped for their own good and 
fed cuts of fish-meat. Some are "Muscovy ducks gone 
wild/living on the golf course, steam rising from water traps 
early….p.2  
 
There are many good poems in the New Orleans Suite, and I 
detect in Peg and her work, a love and trust for progressions, 



 

for sequences, for the simple plot of how we get from here to 
there. While the birds do dominate much of the book’s story, 
it is also a book about the city of New Orleans itself. In "The 
First Parade: Mardi Gras, January 2002"  
 
she takes us from the start of the parade with its police and 
shriners, though the floats of "gigantic glitter" whose plastic 
medallions litter the streets in purple, red, gold and green, to 
the underside of the event; its aftermath:  
 
"At the end march more police – policing convicts dressed in 
yellow, who scoop piles of garbage into trucks. "Strange 
parade…" the author comments. And, in the end, as with her 
Christmas crane shirt, and like the scavenger birds with less 
discriminating taste, she reaches into the dirt to find, "a plush 
toy, a red Tabasco bottle with arms: my treasure to remember 
in the northern summer." P 5  
 
Unlike Meaghan’s cranes, Peg is herself a migratory creature. 
In "Feeding Storks" she vividly describes the kind of butchery 
necessary to debone fish and cut the symbol of Christ, fish, 
for the birds. She writes"  
 
"It’s a mean thing, taking apart large fish  
 
who bleed as I do, but gleam as I don’t:  
 
silver beauty, slippery bracelets, gigantic rings  
 
but here just daily gifts for those large  
 
ungainly, yet beautiful birds." P 6  
 
There are also more pedestrian poems concerning the 
humans around and how they come to bloody ends in the 
badlands of this City…  
 
"Stray bullets are common in New Orleans, that other 
country  
 
where almost every day  
 
someone’s child gets in the way  
 
of a bullet intended for someone else,  
 
while someone’s child, in a drive by  
 
shooting, celebrates the phallic power  
 
in his hand, the money in his pocket,  
 
the drugs in his bloodstream –  



 

 
those, the only things that matter."  
 
"Coda: Other People’s Guns" p 13  
 
And so, like the weather north to south, we are introduced to 
the polarity between the sacrifices made for the birds and the 
surrounding human territorial wars for money and drugs in 
New Orleans. Side by side these universes co-exist.  
 
There are wonderous snapshots of different birds, as in 
"Night Bird" whose imagery is almost classical, pitched to 
opera: "The filthy night is laced with streaks of dawn/ like 
cream in tea/as the caged night bird stops shrieking./…..She 
works quietly and with a hard joy, tearing strips from the 
meat, suddenly bursting into shrieks that carry to the still 
shore, to the horizon, persisting, persisting, persisting…"  
 
New Orleans is a town rife with holiday parades, history and 
murder. And Peg describes in her acute and elegant poems 
these spectacles close up; one can smell the muck, the oil, the 
blood, the incense. But it is also a City surrounded by these 
miraculous birds who are fed, and caged, and fretted over. 
This is the jewel-like secret of Peg’s journey as a writer and 
mother, shared with us in "New Orleans Suite." We are 
treated to visions and flights of many degrees.  
 
Recommended.  
 
Lo Galluccio  
Ibbetson St. Press 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Web Graphics Defaults)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


